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1. Call the meeting to order: Meeting called to order by Supervisor Kirk at 10:02. (quorum reached). 
A. In attendance:
i. Committee members (quorum met)
1. Jim Phelan (Committee Member) Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District present
2. Dick Gaiser (Committee Member) Agricultural Advisory Committee absent
3. Jim Maddox present
4. Supervisor Kirk (Committee Member) present
5. Supervisor Haff (Committee Member) present
ii. Staff Present
1. Dore Bietz (CAO Staff)
2. Tracey McKnight (CAO Staff)
iii. Partners
1. Benjamin Cossel – USFS Stanislaus National Forest
2. Don Perkins, General Manager with TUD

2. Public Forum – The public may speak on any item not on the printed agenda. No action may be taken by the Committee. The amount of time allocated for the public forum is limited to 15 minutes.
A. Public Comments
i. Public made the comment regarding improving communication through broadband but noted he feels there is challenges with getting broadband tower permitted.  He commented the issues may stem from the manufacturer details and/or broadband analysis.  
ii. Jim Phelan - Vegetation Management plan, has this come before our committee as it has some relation as well as carbon / resources. Supervisors and staff reported it goes to the Fire Safety Advisory Committee.

3. Consideration of approving the minutes of the meeting held on May 4, 2022. 
A. Jim Phelan moved to approve with the comment to include the committee not supporting the Climate Action based on the plan as it stands. Jim Maddox seconded. All in favor. Motion passed 
B. Public Comment - none

4. Partner Agencies 
A. USFS – updated on forests status and projects. 
i. Committee Comment 
1. USFS - The second record of decision for SERAL project was recently completed.  Work is set to begin which will work towards addresses fuel breaks related to Pods 1 -5. Tuolumne County will be put out permission for bids and contracts. The anticipated start of the project in Fall 2022 and a broader project starting in 2023.  Over the last 2-3 weeks and have put out 10-15 fires in the area.  Supervisor Haff suggested to put the Forestry efforts to put out fires on social media.  The Forestry is working on this initiative and the importance to get the information out.  It is something they are working on.  
2. Supervisor Haff asked would the USFS consider working with AmeriCorps? USFS – that is something to explore.  Also, one of the challenges is the firefighter’s staff are having work fatigue and fire season is getting longer each year. Staffing continues to be a challenge.
ii. Public Comment
1. YSS leadership team defined the SERAL boundaries and the road maintenance.  The main project just got approved and is now moving forward.  Comments that many good things are coming out of this funding and initiatives including improving roadways.  Many conversations have taken place and many points of objections were addressed. 
B. TUD – 
i. Committee Comment 
1. Don Perkins, TUD is working with PGE for the last 5 year negotiating for assets related to water supply and the 218-outreach notice.  Recent notice has been provided that the negotiation has been paused and have elected to will be a suspension looking toward late 2023 (18 month).  He is preparing a letter to PGE to re-engage and asking the pay closer attention to reinstate this initiative.  
2. TUD is partnering with BOR to get water from New Melones. TUD and BOR meet monthly to discuss.  Chicken Ranch is also in discussion about proposed water supply.  The conversation is around 6,000 acres feet and TUD is less than half of that amount.  
3. Water demands are currently down.  60 plus days until out of the clear.  
4. Reclamation water - 100% of the water gets recycled and they are currently ahead of where they were last year.  Approx. 18 reclamation contracts are currently in effect. 
5. Comment – new law that baby wipes that will be labeled when they are not flushable and will not be allowed to flush down the toilet.  
ii. Public Comment
1. None

5. Committee Business
A. Staff Reports and recommendations: 
i. OES report – Dore Bietz
1. Mandated drought task force and contingency plan.  A drought contingency plan guide will be provided and tracking of drought information is currently taking place internally.  Working on submitting drought application for funding and working with TUD to identify drought challenges with TC.  TC has been identified as a priority drought county and this will be as a benefit to receiving grant funding.  
2. Tree Morality – continue to review past lessons learned and discuss this topic.
3. In September 2021, the Governor signed into law AB 9, which created a Separate Entity Dedicated to Wildfire Prevention Work. RCRC worked closely with the Governor’s office during the development and passage of this new assembly bill. RCRC has the authority to designate a rural county representative, which TC has been included and CAO, Tracie Riggs has dedicated Dore Bietz to this group on behalf of RCRC.
Comments:
a. Suggestion is to provide education to the community by Burn Bosses (qualified burners) but there are challenges on having enough of them. 
b. TREX is an organization that works closely with the tribes and partner with Office of Emergency to teach other on prescribed burns.
c. Chips program is another good resource.
B. Committee member reports
i. None.
6. Discussion items
A. Public Water Comment Period for Draft Water Quality Certification - Pursuant to section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) has released a draft water quality certification for the Phoenix Hydroelectric Project (Project), Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project No. 1061. The State Water Board is providing this opportunity for public review and comment on the draft certification. https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/docs/phoenix_ferc1061/phoenix_dwqc_notice_20220627.pdf .  
i. Supervisor Haff commented the licensee which is PGE and will meet annually.  She raises the issues that County Water agency, TUD and/or the County should be involved in this conversation, investigate this, and/or be aware of it.  Recommending for the members/attendees to review and provide comments before July 29th when the public comment period ends.    
ii. Suggestion to combine the Water board TRG (Technical Review Group) meetings and the Spring gap meetings.
7. Any future items that should be consider for August 3rd meetings – 
A. Comments for the Climate Action Plan to be placed on the agenda.
8. Meeting Adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

In accordance with Government Section 54954.3(a), the public may comment on any item on the agenda. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance (i.e. auxiliary aids or services) in order to participate in this public meeting, please contact the County Administrator's Office, (209-533-5511). Notification 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting will enable staff to make reasonable accommodations to ensure accessibility to this public meeting.

