
To:  Ron Kopf, rondkopf@aol.com-- September 17, 2024 

 Re: Proposed Long Gulch 13 Lot Development 

I have reviewed the concerns expressed by CSERC in their comments on the proposed Long Gulch development 

that are contained in letters dated February 15, 2024 and March 18, 2024, signed by Chelsea Lewandowski, 

Conservation Coordinator, and have the following comments with regard to the proposed Long Gulch 

development: 

First, as a California Registered Professional Geologist and Certified Hydrogeologist, I confirm and stand behind 

the contents and conclusions contained in my Long Gulch Hydrogeologic Report, dated February 23, 2021.  This 

report confirmed that an adequate ground water resource was available for normal domestic use beneath each 

proposed parcel in the development.  Furthermore, the report concluded that there would be an adequate recharge 

of ground water by infiltration so that there would be no adverse effect on ground water supplies on the proposed 

Long Gulch development or adjacent parcels.  Subsequently, the proposed minimum lot size was increased from 

three to five acres, allowing an even greater volume of infiltration that was considered in the February 2021 

report. 

I also confirm my conclusions on specific issues that were addressed in my letter to Natalie Rizzi, Tuolumne 

County Senior Planner, dated May 15, 2023, with regard specific CEQA concerns.  This letter report 

demonstrated that there would be no significant ground water impacts of discharges from septic systems.  Also, 

the report confirmed that there would be adequate ground water infiltration for each five acre parcel, even in 

drought years. 

In the February 13, 2024, CSERC letter, a recommendation is made to require annual testing of wells for a period 

of five years.  Tuolumne County regulations currently require specific new domestic well testing requirements.  

The proposed CSERC requirement is unreasonable and would demand that every new water supply well be 

subject to the same expanded testing regime.  

A second CSERC recommendation with regard to certification of septic systems for “tiny homes” does not appear 

to apply to the proposed Long Gulch development.  In any event the current Tuolumne County regulations with 

regard to the construction of septic systems are believed to be adequate to address any concerns. 

The March 18, 2024, CSERC letter compares the writer’s Long Gulch report to a “tiny house” report.  The 

location of the “tiny house” development is not specified and it is unlikely that these two projects could be 

compared. 

The issue of concern regarding the operation of septic systems is repeated here and, as stated above, the concerns 

are mitigated by proper design and installation of these systems as required by current Tuolumne County 

regulations. 

Best Regards, 

 

Ross R. Grunwald, Ph.D.  

California Professional Geologist #3948 

California Certified Hydrogeologist #269 
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