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Tuolumne County Homelessness Committee  
Minutes of April 11, 2024 Meeting 
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Supervisor 

David Goldemberg - Chair 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Colette Such, District 1 Rep. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ 

Shelley Muniz, District 2 Rep. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Dawn Lien, District 3 Rep.     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Stephanie Foster, District 4 Rep. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ E V V V ✓ ✓ 

Jeanette Lambert, District 5 Rep. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ A A 

  ATCAA A E E ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Andy Merrill, City of Sonora Rep. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

LeeAnn Hatton, Rep. Chicken 

Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk 

Indians of California 

✓ E ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ A 

Darla Merlin, Rep. Tuolumne Band 

of Me-Wuk Indians 

A ✓ E ✓ A E A A A A E A A 

Thomas Crosby, Rep. Tuolumne 

County Business Council 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ A ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Cathie Peacock, Interfaith ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ ✓ E ✓ ✓ E 

Jennifer Salazar, Lived Experience ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ A ✓ A ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

              

NON-VOTING ADVISORS 

REP. 

             

Tuolumne County Sheriff E ✓ ✓ E ✓ A A ✓ ✓ A   ✓ 

Tuolumne County District 

Attorney’s Office 

✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Present = ✓ Absent = A Excused = E    Vacant = V 13 Committee Members = 7 Quorum 

 
 

Tuolumne County Staff in Attendance Guests in Attendance 

Michael Roberson, Homeless Services Coordinator 

Robert Smith, DSS Unhoused Unit Supervisor 
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I. CALL TO ORDER 
Supervisor Goldemberg called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.   

 

II. ROLL CALL 
All Committee Members and staff introduced themselves. Michael Roberson confirmed a 

quorum was present. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF 02/8/2024 MEETING MINUTES 
Tom Crosby motioned to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2024, meeting. Andy 

Merrill seconded the motion.  

 

There were no comments from the community. 

 

The motion passed with unanimous approval of members Goldemberg, Such, Lien, 

Foster, Muniz, Hyske, Merrill, Crosby, and Salazar. 

 

IV. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
Sheriff David Vasquez introduced himself and addressed the committee stating that he 

looks forward to partnership and support of the work of the committee. 

 

V. TUOLUMNE COUNTY HOMELESS SERVICES STAFF REPORT 
Michael Roberson provided written reports for February 2024 and March 2024 related to his  

efforts as the Homeless Services coordinator for those months. Committee Members provided  

comments and questions.  

 

Robert Smith, DSS Unhoused Unit Supervisor reported that updates of forms and process are 

underway.  He further reported that the Navigation Center Site Resident Manager position is open, and 

applications are being received. He stated that the data dashboard has been updated and that temporary 

and permanent housing is being arranged for program participants.  The FEMS trailers are being 

repaired and reconditioned for use in mobile home parks as transitional housing for clients.   

 

Committee members Tom Crosby and Colette Such asked clarifying questions about the Navigation 

Center Resident Manger positions and qualifications.  It was recommended that those interested look at 

the County website for more specific information about the requirements and scope of work. 

 

Committee member Shelley Muniz asked for more information about the Sanctioned Camping program 

and communication to those who are homeless in our community.  It was recommended that the 

conversation be postponed until later in the agenda/meeting. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

VI. HOMELESS SERVICES PRIORITIES WORKGROUPS REPORTS 
Landlord Education and Engagement: Tom Crosby & Michael Roberson reported out that because all 

housing vouchers are currently being utilized, the work group needs to reestablish direction and efforts. 
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Medical Respite: Stephanie Foster reported on Refuge Recovery efforts to operationalize a medical respite 

program in Tuolumne County through partnership with Anthem and Healthnet.  The group hopes to have 

its doors open in mid-May. 

 

Safe Camping: A report on this work group was deferred to later in the meeting. 

 

Encampments Sanitation and Fire Abatement: Michael Roberson reported that through partnership with 

Deborah Regan, Solid Waste Director, the County was able to offer free dumping for a recent 

1PileataTime initiative.  Roberson also reported that the manager of Wal-Mart has agreed to provide 

trash bags for free for all community clean-up efforts. 

 

Transitional Age Youth Housing: It was reported that Chicken Ranch Rancheria is acquiring a home to 

be used as housing for TAY who are homeless. Partnerships for services with community-based 

organizations are being developed.  

 

Committee members and members of the public asked question regarding the development of the 

Medical Respite program. 

 

VII. SANCTIONED CAMPING CONSIDERATION & RECOMMENDATION 
Michael Roberson provided a draft memo addressed to the Board of Supervisors for presentation on 

April 16, 2024, for discussion by the Homelessness Committee related to a Sanctioned Camping 

program model and location.  

 

Sheriff Vasquez stated that he is supportive of the initiative and location on Justice Center Drive and 

that through available funding, his department would be able to provide patrol and law enforcement at 

that site.  

 

District Attorney Cassandra Jenecke expressed her support for this program and location.    

 

Various Committee members expressed gratitude to the Sheriff for his engagement and support. 

 

The committee agreed to add the need for program participants to secure, leash or crate their pets as a 

part of the program rules as well as change the cleaning days to just one time per month. 

 

Committee member Shelley Muniz left at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Community member Mary Ann Schmidt stated that she things this program is an important next step and 

that public involvement with program participants is necessary. 

 
Representatives from the District Attorney’s office and Sheriff Vasquez left the meeting at 11 a.m. 

 

A motion to recommend the Justice Center Drive location and the program model with the additional 

participant rules to the Board of Supervisors was made by Andy Merrill and seconded by Nichole 

Hyske.  The motion passed with unanimous approval of members Goldemberg, Such, Lien, Foster, 

Hyske, Merrill, Crosby, and Salazar. 
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VIII. CONSIDERATION & APPROVAL OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
Because the Board of Supervisors members will all be at a conference on May 9, the Committee agreed 

to cancel the regular meeting on May 9 and call a special meeting on May 16 at 9 a.m. 

 

The committee also discussed moving all future meetings to 9 a.m. as well as having open forum 

meetings in the evening as needed to better engage members of the community. 

 

A motion to have all future meetings be at 9 a.m. was made by Tom Crosby and seconded by Andy 

Merrill.  The motion passed with unanimous approval of members Goldemberg, Such, Lien, Foster, 

Hyske, Merrill, Crosby, and Salazar. 

   

Future Meetings: 

 

• Thursday, May 9, @ 5:30 p.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room-Meeting Cancelled 

• Thursday, May 16, @ 9 a.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room-Special Meeting 

• Thursday, June 13, @ 9 a.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room 

• Thursday, July 11, @ 9 a.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
Supervisor Goldemberg adjourned the meeting at 11:19 a.m. 

 

 

 

 


























