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AGENDA  
1. Call the meeting to order 

 
2. Public Forum – The public may speak on any item not on the printed agenda. No action 

may be taken by the Committee. The amount of time allocated for the public forum is 
limited to 15 minutes. 

 
3. Consideration of approving the minutes of the meeting held on April 5, 2023. 

 
4. Partner agencies updates 

A. USFS updates 
B. TUD updates 

 
5. Committee Business 

A. Staff reports and recommendations   
B. Committee Member reports 

 
6. Discussion Items 

A. Discussion and approval of the draft letter to the legislature on wildfire emissions being 
included in the Climate Action Plan (CAP) and forwarded to the Board of Supervisors.  
 

B. Discussion and next steps on the Forest Service lawsuit jeopardizing use of wildfire 
retardant. 

 
C. Discussion and next steps regarding fire hazard clean-up 
 
 

 
7. Open Items 
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A. Open Carry-on County roads within public lands issue –   
 

 
8. Adjourn 

The next regular meeting scheduled for June 7, 2023. 
 

 
 

Membership Roster 
 

Name Position Group 
Anaiah Kirk Supervisor County 

Jaron Brandon Supervisor County 
Jim Phelan Member TC RCD 
Jim Maddox Member F&G PFAC 
Dick Gaiser Member Ag AC 
Eric Erhardt CAO Staff County 
Dore Bietz OES County 

Vacant Member At-Large 
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Minutes 

 
Call the meeting to order 
Chair Brandon called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. and confirmed a quorum was present. 
Members present: Jaron Brandon, Supervisor; Jim Phelan, Jim Maddox, Dick Gaiser 
 
Public Forum – The public may speak on any item not on the printed agenda. No action 
may be taken by the Committee. The amount of time allocated for the public forum is limited 
to 15 minutes. 
 
A member of the public provided comment regarding an article in the newspaper 
addressing a Forest Service lawsuit jeopardizing the use of crucial wildfire retardant.  He 
suggested bringing a discussion to the committee and Board of Supervisors in opposition.  
 
Consideration of approving the minutes of the meeting held on February 1, 2023.   
Jim Phalen noted an error, Supervisor Kirk chaired the meeting.  Jim Phelan made a  
motion to approve the minutes of February 1, 2023, meeting with the correction noted.  
Jim Maddox seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 
   
Supervisor Brandon requested the membership roster be updated to reflect 2023 
Board Member appointments of him and Supervisor Kirk to the Natural Resource 
Committee. 
 
Partner agencies updates 
A. USFS updates 
Ben Cossel representing the US Forest Service provided an update on the roads  
and the USFS buildings after the big storms.  He also spoke about the landscape and  
seral projects. He reported that the informational meeting last week in Groveland  
was successful.  
 
Committee members provided comments.   
 
A public member provided comment regarding the forest service roads and tracking  
the damage from one storm to another.  
 



 
B. TUD updates 
Don Perkins representing Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) provided an update on the 
wastewater treatment plant project, with a completion date of March 2024.  He spoke of a 
funding application for Sierra Pines regional treatment plant and spoke of a number of  
other TUD water treatment plants.  He handed out the TUD newsletter for April-June 2023 
and commented on the snowpack and end-of-spills on Lyons Dam.   
 
Committee members provided comments.   
 
A member of the public commented on the Ponderosa Water Treatment Plant.   
 
Committee Business 
 
A. Staff reports and recommendations 

 
Eric Erhardt noted that Andre Rivera resigned and that the County is currently recruiting  
for the position if anyone knows individuals who might be interested.   
 
B. Committee member reports 

 
Supervisor Brandon provided updates on the recent Board of Supervisor activities  
including: a comment letter on the Fire Severity Zone; the appointment of Glen Jacobs, 
TUD Board member; mutual aid agreement with TUD; comment letter opposing AB338  
and he requested everyone reach out to the County with identified legislative items they 
would like addressed. He also mentioned the Board’s executive summary on their 
legislative platform.   He announced a meeting in Jamestown today from 2-4 p.m. for a local 
meat processing program discussion.    
 
A public member provided comment about meat processing options. 
A public member provided comment regarding the bio-brick project.   
 
Discussion Items 
 
A. Discussion and approval of next steps with recommendation to the BOS  
 of a draft comment letter to the legislature on wildfire emissions being  
 included in Climate Action Plan (CAP)  
 
Discuss and approve next steps: 
       
Eric Erhardt introduced a draft letter and Supervisor Brandon noted he and  
Supervisor Kirk had worked on the draft together.  He was hoping for direction  
from committee members on the draft. It was suggested that staff can rework the        
draft documents provided and bring them back to the committee for discussion.   
 
A member of the public provided comment regarding wildfire admissions. 

                           
 A member of the public provided a comment regarding the need to be very direct in                                 
 the letter. 



 
B. Discussion of California Spotted Owl ESA listing as threatened 
 
Discuss and approve recommendation to the BOS of a draft comment letter 

 Liz Peterson spoke about the draft letter and provided a redlined draft for committee  
 comment.    

  
Discussion ensued.   
 
Jim Phelan made a motion to approve sending the letter to include stronger and more clear 
language and data regarding lost owl PACs.  Jim Maddox seconded the motion.  It was 
unanimously approved to send the letter to include the added language. 
 
C. Discussion of Resolution in support of Columbia College BS      
        Cooperative Land Management degree program 
 
Discuss and approve recommendation to the BOS of a draft Resolution 

 
 Eric Erhardt noted that the letter was already approved by the Board of Supervisors  

and sent off.  Supervisor Brandon provided comment regarding other programs Columbia 
College is working on.  
 
A member of the public provided comment that this program has potential as long as they 
stay relevant and are meeting the needs of employers. 
 
Discussion ensued.   
 
Liz Peterson reported on a grant that the County is applying for through CalFire to work 
directly with Columbia College and Mother Lode Training for on-the-job training for heavy 
equipment operators and employers.   
 
Open Items 
 
A. Open Carry-on County roads within public lands issue – Update 
Jim Phelan provided an update on the purpose of the topic.   Eric Erhardt will speak  
with County Counsel for clarification on the County ordinance and how the Sheriff  
enforces it in Tuolumne County and report back at the next meeting. 
 
B.   At Large member application process to fill vacancy. 
Supervisor Brandon stated applications will go the Board of Supervisors to  
vote on filling the “At-Large” committee member seat.   
 
A member of the public suggested a conversation regarding fire hazard clean-up. This item 
will be agendized for discussion at the next meeting and it was suggested to invite a guest 
speaker from the Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District.   
 
Adjourn 
Supervisor Brandon adjourned the meeting at 11:29 a.m. and announced the next meeting 
scheduled for May 3, 2023. 
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