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Tuolumne County Homelessness Committee 
(Minutes of the Meeting on April 6, 2023) 
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Supervisor  
David Goldemberg - Chair 

      
*  *  *    

Colette Such, District 1 Rep.   E           

Shelley Muniz, District 2 Rep.     E         
Larry Barsetti, District 3 Rep. V V     E   A    

Dana Butow, District 4 Rep.              

Jeanette Lambert, District 5 Rep. E  A           

Joe Bors, ATCAA       A E E     

Andy Merrill, City of Sonora Rep.    A           
LeeAnn Hatton, Rep. Chicken 
Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk 
Indians of California 

E E   E   E   
 

  

Darla Merlin, Rep. Tuolumne 
Band of Me-Wuk Indians E E  A *  A  E     

Thomas Crosby, Rep. Tuolumne 
County Business Council V  E  E         
Bill Pooley, Tuolumne County 
Sheriff E E   * A E * * E    

Kris Albrecht, Tuolumne County 
Veteran Services    *     *     

Cathie Peacock, Interfaith     E  E   E     

Jennifer Salazar, Lived Experience V E            

              
NON-VOTING ADVISORS 
REP.              

Adventist Health Sonora              
Central Sierra Continuum of Care 
(CSCoC) Youth Advisory Board              

Law Enforcement              
Superintendent of Schools Office              
Tuolumne County District 
Attorney’s Office               
Tuolumne County Health & 
Human Services Agency              

Present =      Absent = A     Excused = E   Vacant = V        15 Committee Members = 9 Quorum                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
*Supervisor Ryan Campbell 
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I. CALL TO ORDER  

Supervisor Campbell noted an emergency that was occurring at the high school and by vote 
of consensus the committee chose to move forward with the meeting and to break, if 
needed. 
Supervisor Campbell called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.  

II. ROLL CALL 

All Committee Members and staff introduced themselves. Christina Cunha confirmed a 
quorum was present.  

III. APPROVAL OF 3/9/23 & 3/20/23 MEETING MINUTES 
Andy Merrill made a motion to approve the minutes of March 9, 2023, and March 20, 
2023.  Colette Such seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

IV. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Lynne and Lori provided comment regarding starting a new business called Rockey’s 
Ruff House to assist the homeless by incorporating dogs.   
 

VII. CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATION TO BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS OR POTENTIAL REAL PROPERTY ACQUISITION FOR USE 

AS A NAVIGATION CENTER 
 
Michael Roberson, Housing Coordinator provided the history of combatting 
homelessness in Tuolumne County.  He spoke of the housing element in the general plan 
and the state mandate for counties to provide housing for the homeless population as 
noted in the requirements for the Health and Human Services Agency, and the Board of 
Supervisors adopted priorities for the plan to combat homelessness. 
 
Michael Roberson shared his outreach efforts before the Rafferty Court property open 
house. 
 
Supervisor Campbell opened discussion for committee members. 
 
Committee members provided comments and asked clarifying questions.   
 
 

Tuolumne County Staff in Attendance Other Guests in Attendance 
Rebecca Espino, Health and Human 
Services Agency Director  

Michael Roberson, Homeless Services 
Coordinator  

Christina Cunha, Executive 
Assistant/Deputy Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors 
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A member of the public provided comment regarding the cost to live in the facility and 
noted concern regarding squatters. 
 
A member of the public provided a comment stating “If not there where? If not now 
when”? and then provided encouraging words to the audience.   
 
A member of the public provided comment regarding life choices, taxpayers, and 
concerns regarding controlling those who have access to their properties.   
 
A member of the public provided a comment regarding his concerns about who will be 
hanging around outside the facility. He also commented about other homeless shelters.  
 
Christopher Kahn, Refuse Recovery provided comment regarding the need for separation 
of male and female and suggested having watchdogs from the neighbors and having 
proper disclosure from behavioral health to provide proper services.   
 
Karson Canady provided comments with concerns about proximity to the neighborhood, 
the school, and the effects on the living situation of the neighbors.  
 
A member of the public provided comment regarding staff stating no knowledge of the 
meeting and the vicinity of the property to his him and the loss of property value. 
 
Dianna Harrington provided comment on the nice facility but noted the concern of the 
shower facility.  The communal situations could cause some problems and the facility is e 
far from services.  She commented on her concerns about the proximately of the school. 
 
Dena Canady provided comment regarding the loss of home value and the proximity to 
the school.   
 
A member of the public provided a comment of concern regarding his home’s 
proximately and all of his money is wrapped up in his home. He commented on concerns 
of the children in the area and a park would.  He suggested moving the location. 
 
A member of the public provided a comment that it is not the right location.  She asked 
the committee to pray on it. 
 
Judith Schirmer lives in Sonora Vista and is on the Board she spoke of the Sonora Vista 
homeowner’s association, CC&R, and bylaws to keep the neighborhood up to standards.     
 
A member of the public provided a personal story of a trauma that happened to her in her 
home.  She noted she was concerned with the plan. 
 
Jean Dakota provided a comment regarding the lack of support services near the facility.  
 
A member of the public provided comment regarding concerns about security guards in 
the neighborhood, concerns about the propane tank, and that fire insurance rates will go 
up.     
 
Brice Canady provided comment regarding his request for a copy of the grant, assisting 
Seniors instead, and stated the Navigation model has a low success rate.   
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Committee members provided comment and asked clarifying questions.   
 
Michael Roberson explained that this committee is an Advisory Committee to the Board 
of Supervisors and requested a yes vote from the committee. However, no matter the vote 
he will still be providing his recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Dana Butow made a motion to approve sending the recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors of potential real property acquisition for the use of a navigation center.  
Jennifer Salazar seconded the motion.   By a vote of 5-6-1 with Andy Merrill, Dana 
Butow, LeeAnn Hatton, Colette Such, and Jennifer Salazar voting in favor, Kris 
Albrecht, Cathie Peacock, Joe Bors, Jeanette Lambert, Darla Merlin, Tom Crosby, voting 
against, and Shelley Muniz abstaining, the motion failed.   
 
The Committee Members would like to receive more operations information for a 
facility.   
 
 

V. INCLEMENT WEATHER PLAN UPDATE & DISCUSSION 
 

This item was tabled to the next meeting. 

VI. COMMUNITY INPUT FORUMS UPDATE & DISCUSSION 
 

This item was tabled to the next meeting. 
 

VIII. SERVICE PROVIDER REPORTS & DISCUSSION 

This item was tabled to the next meeting. 

IX. TUOLUMNE COUNTY HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE MEMBER 
REPORTS & DISCUSSION 

This item was tabled to the next meeting. 
 

X. FUTURE MEETING DATES & TIMES 
 
Thursday, May 11 @ 5:30 p.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room 
Thursday, June 8, @ 9 a.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room 
Thursday, July 13 @ 9 a.m. – Board of Supervisors Conference Room 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Supervisor Campbell adjourned the meeting at 3:36 p.m. 
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