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MINUTES 

                                            APPROVED 
 Board of Supervisors Solid Waste Committee (BOSSWC) 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022 at 1:00p.m. 
 

 
PRESENT: Chair Ryan Campbell; Supervisor Jaron Brandon, Alternate;                                                                                                                                                      

   Jim Garaventa; Sonora City Council, Monique Holcomb;  
                                   At-Large Public Committee Member. 
 

STAFF: Kim MacFarlane, Director of Public Works; Jim McHargue, Solid Waste 
Director; Diane Green, Solid Waste Specialist; Amy Welch, Solid Waste 
Technician; Monique Figueroa, Solid Waste Administrative Technician; 
Emma Hawks, Administrative Assistant.  

 
 ABSENT: Vice-Chair David Goldemberg. 
 

GUESTS: Mike Lagomarsino, City of Sonora Public Works; Vanessa Barberis, Waste 
Management; Jim Garcia, Waste Management District Manager; Heather 
Wilson, Moore Brothers Scavenger Company; Gisselle, Member of the 
Public.  

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Ryan Campbell called the meeting of January 12, 2022 to order at 1:06 p.m.  
 
Chair Campbell suggested we first address Assembly Bill 361 Consideration of Adopting 
Resolution 2021-01 Making Findings in Support of Allowing Remote Meetings Pursuant to 
AB361 (Modified Brown Act Procedures During a Declared Emergency). 
 
Jim McHargue, Solid Waste Director informed everyone that in response to AB361 we 
would need to adopt this resolution today and every month after at the beginning of each 
meeting.  
 
Chair Campbell asked if there was any public comment. None noted.  
 
It was moved by Supervisor Jaron Brandon and seconded by At-Large Public Committee 
Member Monique Holcomb. 
 
Chair Campbell called for the vote: Ayes 3; Noes 0; abstain 0 
 
Motion carried 3 – 0 – 0 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Chair Campbell informed the committee of the recent passing of Ms. Alissa Hartwig who 
was recently designated as one of the newest At-Large Public Members of the Solid 
Waste Committee.  He asked for a moment of silence in her honor. Supervisor Brandon 
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mentioned that he is in close contact with Alissa’s family and that there will be a service in 
the spring.  Supervisor Brandon indicated that anyone who would like more information on 
that service should reach out to him.  
 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Chair Campbell asked if anyone had any public comments. 
 
Monique Holcomb inquired about illegal dumping investigation training and certification 
that was mentioned at the November meeting. Monique would like to know if the County 
would allow members of the public to take the course and become certified who would 
then volunteer their time to handle and process the evidence from those who are caught 
illegally dumping. Mr. McHargue stated that he would speak with Brian Bell and see if that 
was an option and get back to the committee with his response. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 
A. Consideration of the Minutes of the meeting of November 10, 2021.  

 
 
It was moved by Supervisor Brandon and seconded by Committee Member Monique 
Holcomb to approve the Minutes of the November 10, 2021 meeting.  
 
Chair Campbell called for a vote: Ayes 3; Noes 0; abstain 1      
 
Motion carried 3 – 0 – 1                                                                                                                 
 
B. Staff Reports 
 
Mr. McHargue reported that the county currently holds three solid waste collection / 
hauling franchise agreements with the following companies, Cal Sierra / Waste 
Management, Burns Refuse, and Moore Bros. Scavenging Co.  Mr. McHargue informed 
the committee that currently there are two transfer station operation franchise 
agreements, one, with Cal Sierra / Waste Management for operations of the Sonora 
Transfer Station and one with Moore Bros.  Scavenging Co. to operate the Big Oak Flat / 
Groveland Transfer Station.  He also indicated that there is a disposal agreement with 
Merced County Regional Waste Management Authority, which will be extended.  Lastly, 
the county’s electronic waste recycler is up for renewal.  County Counsel is currently 
reviewing the new contract, upon Counsel’s approval the county will renew its contract 
with Onsite to provide electronic waste recycling at both transfer stations.  
 
Mr. McHargue also reported that the Clean California Grant Program with Cal-Trans 
would be providing funding for outreach in which the County of Tuolumne has decided to 
host a mascot school competition for local school children to create a “Don’t Trash 
Tuolumne” Mascot. This countywide program will be aimed to reduce illicit waste disposal 
and foster a collective sense of accountability for community members. Tuolumne County 
is happy to participate in this contest. 
 
Solid Waste has been working with Cal-Trans on a “Free Dump Day” to be scheduled in 
April 2022 around Earth Day. Mr. McHargue stated he just received an email from Cal-
Trans stating that they have planned their own “Free Dump Day” for Jan 29, 2022 at the 
Cal-Trans Sand yard on Hwy 108 at Soulsbyville. Solid Waste is happy to hear of this 
information and will be working on how best to get this information to the public so that 



  
they can properly prepare. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Consideration and direction on Cal Sierra/Waste Management extended service 
interruptions. 
 
Vanessa Barberis, Waste Management wanted to give an update on service 
interruptions Waste Management had experienced due to the recent winter storms. 
During the first week of the storm Monday December 27, 2021 through Friday 
December 31, 2021 7,197 customers were serviced on time, 4,184 customers had their 
service carried over to the following week. The second week of the storm Monday 
January 3, 2022 through Friday January 7, 2022, 10,561 customers were serviced as 
scheduled and 820 customers had their service carried over. Waste Management 
collected an additional 30 tons of waste this week as well. Currently, very few 
customers remain impacted. 
 
 Ms. Barberis introduced Jim Garcia, Cal Sierra / Waste Management District Manager. 
Mr. Garcia informed everyone that in his new role he wanted to take extra steps to 
ensure there were minimal interruptions such as making sure the trucks were equipped 
with chains, picking up some of the debris with a pickup truck and to also circle back 
around later in the day to provide service. There were some obstacles such as the 
plowing of the roads not being wide enough for the trucks, Cal Sierra / Waste 
Management truck’s getting stuck in the snow while trying to maneuver then causing 
traffic by blocking and sliding on the ice. These obstacles resulted in nine of their trucks 
having to be towed.  
 
Ms. Barberis strongly recommends that Cal Sierra / Waste Management customers 
update their contact information with current emails and phone numbers so that they 
can receive communication regarding service interruptions via phone, email and / or 
text. Customers can also receive a voucher by email when their service has been 
impacted. Ms. Barberis states that additionally they plan to mail out postcards to 
customers requesting they provide their most recent contact information. 
 
Going forward Cal Sierra / Waste Management plans to communicate more with 
residents, provide alternative disposal options such as collecting extra bags, providing 
customers with vouchers, or perhaps dropping off roll-off boxes in designated areas. In 
the future Cal Sierra / Waste Management will be looking into purchasing smaller 
trucks that would be able to maneuver on county roads more efficiently and discussing 
with the county a rate proposal to provide for smaller trucks. 
 

 
B. Consideration and direction on drafting a new ordinance as required by CalRecycle 

regulations for SB 1383 implementation. 
 
Although Tuolumne County has been approved for a exemption regarding SB 1383, 
there are still aspects of the regulations that the County is responsible for implementing 
including:  Requirements for Commercial Edible Food Generators, Food Recovery 
Organizations and Services, Compliance with CalGreen Recycling Requirements, 
Model Water Efficient Landscaping Ordinance Requirements, and Procurement 
Requirements for Jurisdictions. Mr. McHargue stated that the ordinance will be ready 
for viewing as of the next Solid Waste Committee meeting. 
 



  
Mr. Garaventa asked if the City of Sonora was going to be responsible for developing 
their own ordinance for SB 1383 or if the City and the County would be able to combine 
one together.  Mr. McHargue stated that the City of Sonora would be responsible for 
developing and passing their own ordinance and that he would email the sample 
ordinance over to the City.     

 
C. Consideration and direction on 5-year extension to the Big Oak Flat / Groveland 

Transfer Station operation agreement with Moore Bros. Scavenger Co. 
 

Mr. McHargue informed the Solid Waste Committee that Moore Bros. Scavenger Co. 
had accepted the new five-year extension of their contract instead of the previous term 
of two years for operation of the Big Oak Flat Transfer Station. Moore Brothers had no 
additional comments to add and there were no questions. The Solid Waste Committee 
will refer this extension to the Board of Supervisors for final approval. 
 
Chair Campbell asked if there was any public comment. None noted. 
 
It was moved by Supervisor Brandon and seconded by Councilman Garaventa. 
 
Chair Campbell called for a vote: Ayes 4; Noes 0; abstain 0 
 
Motion carried 4 – 0 – 0 

 
D. Consideration and direction on increasing fines for illegal dumping in the Tuolumne 

Ordinance Code. 
 

Mr. McHargue proposed increasing illegal dumping fines as follows; $1000 for a first-
time violation, $2500 for a second time violation of the same provision, and $5000 for 
each additional violation of the same provision. 
 
Ms. Holcomb wanted to clarify if there were going to be more severe fines for the 
different type of materials that were being illegally dumped. Would someone who 
dumped an extra bag of garbage be fined the same as someone who dumped toxic 
waste into a body of water. After discussion it was determined that there are state laws 
in place for egregious violators. The County’s illegal dumping fines would apply to 
anyone who is caught dumping illegally.  
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Chair Campbell asked if anyone had any reports. No one had anything to report at this 
time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Campbell asked if anyone had anything further comment. 
 
Seeing none, Chair Campbell adjourned the meeting at 2:41 p.m.  
 
Next meeting will be February 9, 2022 
 


